
From: Gillette, Maria@DTSC
To: Canteenwala, Eric
Subject: FW: Carver Elementary School Briefing Documents
Date: Monday, August 24, 2015 1:31:37 PM
Attachments: Carver ES Draft One_Pager Briefing 6_2015.docx

Carver ES Letter MG Revisions 8 24 2115.doc
Carver Fact Sheet 8 24 15.docx

Hi Eric,
Please find the attached information for the Carver Elementary School:

1. DTSC’s one-page briefing paper for Director Lee (dated 6/2015),
2. DTSC’s Draft letter to the Garden Grove Unified School District (GGUSD) regarding community

concerns.
3. DTSC’s Draft Environmental Guidance and Resources For Schools Fact Sheet (Enclosure to the

GGUSD Letter).
Please let me know if you have any questions, or wish any revision to the last Draft attachment.
Thank you
Maria Gillette
Senior Environmental Scientist
Cleanup Program Schools Evaluation & Brownfields Outreach Unit
Department of Toxic Substances Control
5796 Corporate Avenue
Cypress, California 90630
(714) 484-5377

mailto:Maria.Gillette@dtsc.ca.gov
mailto:Canteenwala.Eric@epa.gov

            Carver Elementary School                                    11150 Santa Rosalia Street, Stanton, Orange County, CA  90630 

Assembly District 65, Kim (R)                                                                                                              Senate District 43, Nguyen (R)                                                                                                          

School District: Garden Grove Unified School District (GGUSD). Website: http://carver.ggusd.us Key Players:                                                                                                                                               DTSC Region 4 Schools Evaluation and Brownfields Clean Branch                                               USEPA Region VI Schools Environmental Education Unit                                                                   Ms. Robina Suwol, Executive Director, California Safe Schools. Website: http://calisafe.org

Background: Ms. Suwol contacted DTSC about this school in 4/2015. DTSC and USEPA have coordinated efforts to address community concerns regarding the reported presence of dead birds, discolored soil and fuel pipeline leaks at the school property.  The school was constructed in 1960, and closed approximately two years ago. GGUSD is currently utilizing the $450 million Measure “A” School Bond funding for modernization projects at the district’s 69 schools. GGUSD plans to complete the modernization work and re-open this school in 9/2015 as a learning center for developmentally disabled children.  

Response Action: On 5/14/2014, DTSC visited the school and observed construction crews renovating the interiors of vacant classrooms and administration buildings. Staff did not observe the presence of any Recognized Environmental Conditions (RECs) at the property. The school is not listed on DTSC’s ENVIROSTOR or the SRWQCB’s GeoTracker websites. DTSC provided photos and a written description of the 5/14/2015 site visit to Ms. Suwol and USEPA.

USEPA recently obtained information that a soil removal “housekeeping” action was conducted at the school in 3/2015; resulting in the excavation of approximately 100 cubic yards of pesticide contaminated soil. GGUSD reports the removal action met USEPA’s Region VI Residential RSLs. USEPA requested a copy of the sample locations and lab data for agency review. The funding source for the removal action was derived from Measure A School Bonds, therefore GGUSD was not required to notify or involve DTSC of their soil investigation/removal action.

[bookmark: _GoBack]DTSC and USEPA have maintained close communication with the community. Based on  information obtained to date from the 5/14/2015 site visit and GGUSD’s removal action report, there is no indication of an environmental condition that would warrant DTSC’s further investigation of the school property. DTSC recommended the community work with local public health agencies, and provided the community with the CDE’s Williams Complaint Form to address environmental concerns outside of DTSC’s and USEPA’s jurisdiction. 
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August XX, 2015

Ms. Gabriela Mafi, Ed.D.                                                                              Superintendent of Schools                                                                                       Garden Grove Unified School District                                                                           10331 Stanford Avenue, Garden Grove, CA 92840  


Re: Environmental Concerns at Carver Elementary School


Dear Superintendant Mafi,                                                                     


The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC), in accordance with the requirements of the California Education Code, Section 17213, conducts comprehensive environmental reviews and cleanups at school’s utilizing state funding for property acquisition and/or construction. In the past fifteen years, DTSC has overseen the successful investigation and cleanup of contaminated property at more than 1,900 schools statewide, and ensured a healthy educational environment for over 630,000 students.    


The intent of this letter is twofold; first to inform you that DTSC recently received community concerns regarding public health and safety issues at the Carver Elementary School in the Garden Grove Unified School District (GGUSD). And second, to offer DTSC’s environmental expertise, and provide guidance on the safe management of hazardous building materials commonly encountered in older schools when conducting renovation or demolition work defined as “modernization”. 

Typical hazardous materials present at older schools include friable asbestos containing materials, lead-based paint, pesticides, and polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) from electric transformers, light ballasts and contaminated building materials. Unless properly assessed, managed and disposed, contaminated building materials can result in potentially contaminated construction and demolition (C&D) debris that presents a hazard to human health and the environment, and potential liability to a school district.

Sensitive receptors, such as young children, are particularly at risk if exposed to hazardous materials inadvertently released to the environment when older school buildings are renovated without proper preliminary assessment and management.

Carver Elementary School  


In April 2015, several community members notified DTSC of environmental and public health and safety concerns at the Carver Elementary School, located at 11105 Santa Rosalia Street in the City of Stanton, Orange County, California. It is DTSC’s understanding that Carver Elementary School was constructed in 1960, and is currently closed for modernization, including the replacement of ventilation, electrical and plumbing systems. GGUSD’s website reports the funding source for the modernization work was derived from the 2010 Measure A School Bond, and that Carver Elementary School is planned to reopen in September 2015 as a learning center for developmentally disabled pre-school children. 

The public health and safety concerns reported at Carver Elementary School included the suspected presence of friable asbestos, lead based paint; PCB contaminated building materials, pesticides, discolored and potentially contaminated soil, and fuel pipeline leaks. The community reported additional environmental issues outside of DTSC’s regulatory jurisdiction; including the presence of dead birds, school property vandalism and graffiti, and potential exposure to Electromagnetic Field (EMF) emissions by overhead power lines located adjacent to the school property. 


After receiving notification of the community’s concerns, DTSC obtained environmental reports for the soil investigation conducted at the Carver Elementary School. The reports focused on limited surface soil sampling that was conducted in the area where a reported natural gas leak occurred, and at four separate areas located adjacent to classrooms where students and staff could potentially come into direct contact with soil. The resulting analytical data reported the detection of total petroleum hydrocarbons;   lead and pesticides in soil were below levels of regulatory concern.


Currently, the California Education Code, Section 17070.15, does not require DTSC’s regulatory oversight at schools conducting modernization. Therefore the GGUSD was not required to obtain DTSC’s review or approval of the soil investigation and remedial action documents. In recognition of the potential human health and safety risks school modernization work can create, DTSC strongly encourages school districts take a proactive approach in assessing, removing and properly disposing hazardous building materials prior to initiating modernization activities at schools constructed, or renovated between 1950 and 1980. 

To assist school districts conduct safe modernization work, DTSC has developed the enclosed fact sheet that describes the federal and state regulatory requirements and best management practices that should be complied with to ensure the renovated school building provides a secure and healthy environment. 


DTSC’s mission is to protect the people of California and the environment from the harmful effects of toxic substances through the restoration of contaminated resources. Statewide, DTSC has worked with numerous school districts, private entities and community organizations to successfully remediate contaminated sites and allow for productive and safe reuse of the property. With this intent, DTSC reaches out to GGUSD. 

If you would like to meet to discuss the environmental issues or modernization process at Carver Elementary School, please contact me or my regional Senior Environmental Scientist for DTSC’s Schools Evaluation and Outreach Branch, Maria Gillette at (714) 484-5377.  We look forward to serving the environmental needs of your school and community.


Sincerely, 


Barbara Ann Lee, Director


California Department of Toxic Substances Control
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Environmental Guidance and Resources for Schools



DTSC’s School Property Evaluation and Cleanup Division is responsible for assessing, investigating and cleaning-up proposed school site property. DTSC’s mission is to assist school districts in the assessment of school properties by ensuring that environmental conditions are expeditiously investigated, evaluated and if necessary, remediated to protect public health and the environment. For more information about state environmental requirements for schools, please view DTSC’s Web Site at: http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/PublicationsForms/ADMIN_FAQ_VQ_10-2001.pdf

Federal and state agencies provide guidance and resources for the safe management of hazardous materials commonly present in older schools. Typical hazardous materials found in schools constructed, or renovated between 1950 and 1980 include friable asbestos containing materials, lead based paint, pesticides and polychlorinated biphenyls. The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) encourages school districts conducting routine repair and modernization work at older schools contact the following federal and state agencies to ensure full compliance with specific requirements for proper management and disposal of hazardous materials and potentially hazardous construction and demolition (C&D) debris.  

Collaborating with DTSC Regulatory and technical consultation with DTSC is recommended through Voluntary Cleanup Agreements or other mechanisms. DTSC’s professional staff is available to provide regulatory guidance and cleanup oversight through its Voluntary Cleanup Program. Additional information is available at DTSC’s website:  http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/SiteCleanup/Brownfields/index.cfm#CP_Jump_13298

[bookmark: _GoBack]Asbestos 

Commercial use of asbestos in the United States began in the early 1900s. Asbestos-containing –material (ACM) was used to create numerous products, including insulation, textured paint, mastic, acoustic ceiling tiles and fireproofing. The use of ACM was prevalent in school buildings after World War II until the late 1970s. The United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) estimates the presence of ACM in most of the nation’s primary, secondary and charter schools.

In 1986, Congress promulgated the Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act (AHERA - Public Law 99-519). The following year, USEPA promulgated regulations (referred to as the AHERA Rule) to properly manage ACM in schools (40 CFR Part 763). The AHERA Rule requires all non-profit elementary and secondary schools, both public and private to inspect their school buildings for ACM, prepare management plans and take action to prevent or reduce friable asbestos hazards.

USEPA provides guidance on implementation of the AHERA Rule and School Asbestos Management Plans. Existing federal regulations require school districts properly test, manage and dispose of ACM that contains friable asbestos. https://www2.epa.gov/asbestos/school-buildings

The California Education Code, Section 49410.7(a) describes the factors determining the need for abatement of friable or potentially friable asbestos at schools.  Please view at: http://www.weblaws.org/california/codes/ca_educ_section_49410.7

Lead Based Paint

School buildings constructed prior to 1978 are likely to contain lead based paint. The California Lead-Safe Schools Protection Act (California Education Code, Section 32240-32245) requires lead based paint hazards be minimized in the course of school repair and maintenance programs, and abatement procedures. School district’s adhering to these regulations will minimize the potential for children’s exposure to lead-based paint contaminated dust and soil. 

USEPA provides comprehensive information about the health effects caused by exposure to lead based paint, and options for safe management and removal. Please see USEPA’s website at: www.epa.gov/lead

Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs)

Recently, PCBs have been detected in building materials and soil at schools that were constructed, or renovated between 1950 and 1979. During that era, the use of PCBs in building materials was common practice at school buildings constructed nationwide. PCBs were commonly used in numerous types of building materials, including caulk, adhesives, paint, cement, grout, window glazing, sealants, wood floor finishes, and fluorescent light ballasts. Weathered PCB contaminated building materials may result in their release to the school environment. Students and staff may be exposed to PCBs through inhalation (vapors or air borne dust); and ingestion with contaminated dust or soil. 

Currently, there are no federal or state requirements that mandate a school district proactively test for PCBs in building materials. Therefore, a school district conducting renovation or demolition activities at a school constructed, or remodeled prior to 1979, may not have the necessary information to properly identify, manage and dispose of PCB contaminated soil or C&D waste, generated during routine school modernization activities. 

DTSC strongly recommends school districts conduct appropriate investigations to determine the presence of PCBs in building materials prior to conducting modernization work at older schools.  For additional information regarding the assessment,   management, and safe removal and disposal of PCB contaminated building materials at schools, please view USEPA’s website at:  http://www.epa.gov/epawaste/hazard/tsd/pcbs/pubs/caulk/caulkresearch.htm.

State and Federal Agencies Promoting Healthy Schools  

The California Department of Education’s Health and Safety website provides extensive information regarding the safe management of asbestos in school buildings, lead hazards in California’s public elementary schools and child care centers, PCB’s in caulking and fluorescent light fixtures, and integrated pest management. Please find the following link for the California Department of Education’s website:  http://www.cde.ca.gov/Is/fa/hs/

USEPA’s Healthy School Environments Program is designed to provide access to the many programs and resources available to help prevent and resolve environmental issues in schools. 

Additionally, USEPA is currently developing a “Sensible Guide for Healthier School Renovations – Key Environmental Considerations When Renovating Schools and Childcare Facilities”. 

To learn more, please visit USEPA’s website at: www.epa.gov/schools
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